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National Overview 

Incidents This Week 211 Weekly Trend Up 

 There was a slight reduction in violent incidents in 

Baghdad, attributed to ISF operations aimed at securing 

the Imam al-Kadhim commemorations. Overall, violent 

incidents in central Baghdad remained largely criminal in 

natural. 

 Some gains have been made in the central and western 

districts of Mosul but frontlines have remained largely 

static.  

 Tribal and insurgent violence has continued to increase 

around the Diyala river valley in the North Central Region. 

 In Anbar, a slight increase in hostile incidents but still 

largely focused in areas previously held by insurgents.

 Activity in the south remains consistent with previous 

reporting periods. The majority of incidents are linked to 

criminality or tribal disputes. Reporting in Basra province 

was dominated this week by tribal SAF exchanges.  

Figure 1: Regional Incident Levels 
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Regional Summary 

Iraq Weekly Report 

BAGHDAD (City & Province) 

This week saw a total of 56 incidents, a slight reduction on the previous reporting period. Activity in central 

Baghdad was almost all criminal in nature with a small reduction in insurgent related activity due to ISF operations 

to secure the Imam al Kadhim pilgrimage. A Qatari hunting party of 26, kidnapped in December 2015, were 

released, reportedly after sensitive political negotiations.  

NORTH (Ninawa, Dahuk & Erbil Provinces) 

There were 29 incidents recorded in the North, an increase on the previous week. The rise was due in part to the 

recommencement of Federal Police operations in the Old Town area of West Mosul. Little headway was made in 

this theatre, though some ground was taken in other central and western districts. East Mosul saw the first 

successful VBIED detonation since February, while a complex attack involving SVIEDs was recorded in the 

Hammam al-alil area.  Forward lines in the Tal Afar region remained largely static.    

NORTH CENTRAL (Tamim/Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, Diyala & Sulaymaniya Provinces) 

A total of 66 incidents were recorded in the North Central, an increase on 56 during the previous reporting period. 

This figure is in-line with established levels. Instability seen for several weeks continued in the Diyala River Valley, 

assessed to be a mixture of tribal and insurgent violence. Militant activity persisted in northern Salah ad-Din, 

though the province’s central and southern zones remained relatively subdued.  

WEST (Anbar Province) 

There were 35 hostile incidents recorded this week. This is an increase on the previous week’s 27, but is still within 

established parameters for the province. The majority of incidents are asymmetric in nature, with 23 IED attacks 

recorded. Most of these occurred within the boundaries of recaptured territory and are likely to be the remnants 

of previous insurgent activity. Of note this week was an SVIED detonation in Dulab which killed a policeman. 

SOUTH CENTRAL (Karbala, Babil, Wasit, Qadisiya & Najaf Provinces) 

This week saw five hostile incidents, a notable drop from the nine events recorded during the previous reporting 

period.  All activity was low-level in nature, there were three body finds in Karbala and Najaf, as well as an IED 

find in Babil and a reported kidnap in the same province.  

SOUTH EAST (Muthanna, Dhi Qar, Maysan & Basra Provinces) 

A total of 20 incidents were recorded in the Southeast region this week. This remains consistent with the previous 

three reporting periods. In line with established trends, Basra saw the majority of activity (14), followed by Dhi 

Qar (3), Maysan (2), and Muthanna (1). Reporting this week was dominated by tribal activity. 
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Security Overview 
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Baghdad 

Incidents This Week 56 Weekly Trend Down 

Figure 2: Reference Map & Incident Levels – Baghdad 
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Outlook 

 A slight decrease in violent incidents was recorded across Baghdad. This was largely due to an increased 

security presence in the capital, in light of a major pilgrimage to the Imam al Kadhim mosque. ISF maintained 

a consistent level of arrests across the capital this week, with at least nine being charged with terrorism 

offences. There has been a reduction of IEDs in the southern areas from Yusufiya to the western areas of Abu 

Ghraib. This is assessed to be a temporary decrease rather than the development of a longer-term trend. An 

increased number of SAF incidents occurred, but the majority are likely linked to personal disputes or 

criminality. Several of these targeted ISF personnel, but they are not believed to be insurgency related. 

Overall, violent incidents in central Baghdad remain mostly criminal in nature, with a decrease in insurgent activity 

on the outskirts of the capital. This has been particularly evident in the south-west Baghdad Belt area.  

 The Commemoration of Imam al Kadhim concluded with no high-profile attacks. This week saw a large ISF 

operation take place in Baghdad to ensure the security of visitors to the Imam al Kadhim mosque. ISF 

successes included the interception of two SVIEDs, which reportedly aimed to target pilgrims. The first SVIED 

interception took place in Wihda, Madain. The attacker was shot before he could detonate his vest. The 

second occurred on the Shakhra Road in Abu Ghraib. Again, ISF killed the individual before he could trigger 

the device near travelling pilgrims. An individual was also arrested for allegedly conducting surveillance on 

routes into the Al Kadhim Mosque around the Harithiyah area. A noteable attack disruption saw a SVBIED 

detonate on the Dujail-Baghdad road after an ISF convoy confronted the vehicle. One successful attack on 

pilgrims did occur on the southern route into Khadimiya. Four civilians were injured when an IED detonated 

in the Sidiya area. However, this south-western area of the capital is subject to regular insurgent related IED 

attacks and this incident reflects an established operational capability.  

It is highly likely the steady decrease in violent incidents and increase in successful disruptions, particularly to 

those that were insurgency related, is due to the ‘ring of steel’ imposed around the capital. To achieve this 

level of security temporary redeployments were organised solely to assist in this operation, such as the 6th 

Emergency Response IP Battalion from Dhi Qar. As the manpower required to maintain this level of security 

is not sustainable, it is unlikely to contribute to a longer term decrease in attacks. Insurgents will also start to 

regroup after the counter insurgency operations in the north and western areas of the Baghdad belt displaced 

them temporarily. It is expected that insurgents will resume operations once security forces have withdrawn 

from central Baghdad.  

 Kidnapped Qatari hunters released in Baghdad. On 16 December 2015, 26 Qatari nationals were kidnapped 

by unidentified gunmen from the Muthanna desert, near the Saudi border. On 21 April, the hostages were 

handed over to the Qatari Embassy in Baghdad. Their release reportedly took place after negotiations were 

mediated by Kata’eb Hezbollah and the Iraqi Interior Minister, Qasim al-Araji.  

The incident threatened to destabilise the reestablishment of diplomatic relations with Qatar which occurred 

in September 2015, with great pressure placed on the Iraqi Government to ensure their safe release. Media 

sources indicate that a complex back-room political deal was eventually struck with the kidnappers, involving 

multiple players in the Middle East. This accounts for the length of time spent in captivity while negotiations 

were ongoing.  The nature of the incident and identity of the mediators suggests that members of a Shia 

militia were responsible for the kidnap. It is likely that speculation over a large ransom being paid to secure 

their release is accurate, with financial gain a recurring motive for kidnaps across Iraq. However, it also  
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appears political actors seized the opportunity to broker a deal along sectarian lines, involving the movement 

of people in Syria. The continuing instability in Syria is emboldening regional powers to try and exert influence 

over sectarian demographics and solidify their power bases. It is likely this incident represented a targeted 

operation for financial gain that led to an opportunistic political power play. This incident does not 

substantively increase the material threat of kidnap to foreign nationals in Iraq. Whilst kidnap for ransom 

operations are common, they are usually linked to low level criminality. It remains a rare occurrence that 

foreign nationals are targeted.  
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Forecast 

 Short term: Activity in Baghdad is expected to remain at or around current levels, with SAF incidents and IED 

detonations forming the majority of attacks. The recent decrease in insurgent related violence is not likely to 

endure, as ISF counter-insurgency operations organised in advance of the Imam al Kadhim commemoration 

come to an end. Normal levels of activity are likely to return with IED detonations linked to insurgent activity 

continuing to target Shia and mixed neighbourhoods. In line with existing trends, Shaab, Basateen, Doura, 

and Furat will see the majority of these attacks. Attacks against markets in Suwaib and Radhwaniya look set 

to continue. A return of IDPs to southern Baghdad is unlikely to result in an immediate decline in security. On 

a political level, Muqtada al-Sadr will continue to attempt to revive his protest movement with further mass 

demonstration in Baghdad. Inter-Shia political tensions will also continue to build.  

 Medium term: The return of IDPs to the Baghdad ‘belts’ is expected to result in the re-emergence of a limited 

insurgency. ISF/PMU presence will be robust, and is likely to ensure that most insurgent violence remains 

localised for the near-term. The lull in high-profile attacks in recent months is not likely to persist in the medium 

to long-term, and a return of VBIEDs and suicide attacks is a probability in urban areas of Baghdad.    

 Long term: The general outlook for the province remains largely stable, based on the consistent patterns of 

activity over the past year. An increase in insurgent attacks is anticipated, but this will not preclude normal 

commercial operations. The heavy ISF and PMU presence in the city and surrounding areas makes a sustained 

surge in violence unlikely. However, intra-Shia divisions represent a risk to the long-term political and security 

outlook in Baghdad and the country’s southern governorates. It is likely both intra-Shia and sectarian divisions 

will increase in the run up to the 2018 elections. 
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North 

Incidents This Week  29 Weekly Trend  Up 

Figure 3:  Reference Map & Incident Levels – North 
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Outlook 

 West Mosul: Federal Police General Rayed Jawadat recently announced that his troops had renewed their 

assault on the Old Town area of West Mosul, after a month-long hiatus. Several factors had influenced this 

pause, not least the attrition that Federal Police and Rapid Reaction forces had suffered as they moved into 

dense, easily-defendable urban territory. Reports indicated that troops had been ordered to consolidate 

control over the fringes of the Old Town, awaiting reinforcements. There was also extreme pressure on the 

Iraqi government to limit civilian casualties, following a period of intense international and domestic political 

pressure. This resulted in a significant reduction in airstrikes and artillery barrages, providing insurgents with 

greater freedom of movement, which heightened the likelihood of heavy casualties in the close-quarter urban 

battle environment. Though Iraqi forces have now restarted their assault, little progress has been made. 

Fighting has been reported in the Bab al-Tob and Bab al-Jadid areas, from which ISF had been largely pushed 

during heavy clashes in March. Media reports indicated some advances were made, however it appears that 

stiff IS defences and the narrow layout of streets and alleyways again frustrated security forces. Forward lines 

are not believed to have substantially shifted, and IS has made several successful counter-attacks. For 

example, on 17 April insurgents regained ground in the Corniche area, and on 19 April made a foray from the 

Old Town into Ukaydat.  

Momentum has been greater in the second major front of the West Mosul campaign, where the Counter-

Terrorism Service (CTS) has steadily gained territory in western and central districts. Nonetheless, progress 

has slowed in comparison to recent weeks. Though ISF had previously announced the liberation of Thanak 

and Thawra, heavy fighting continued there throughout the reporting period. ISF casualties have been 

particularly high in Thawra, in part due to the regular deployment of SVBIEDs. Golden Division troops 

completed their capture of Siha, though did not move much further north. They were also held up on the 

edges of the Zanjili district. It is probable that a more concerted effort will be made to advance into Zanjili 

once the ISF hold on Thawra is consolidated. This will mark a step towards the encirclement of the Old Town. 

 East Mosul: Sporadic IDF attacks continued against districts close to the Tigris River, including Muhandiseen 

and Hay al-Nasr. There have also been indications of the residual presence of covert IS cells. The most 

noteworthy saw a VBIED detonate on 21 April in the al-Zahour area, killing five people and wounding 15. This 

was the first successful car bomb in the East since February, after a series of major counter-terrorism 

operations. The ongoing existence of insurgent networks in the liberated areas around Mosul were also 

highlighted this week, after a small group of IS members launched an attack against a Federal Police command 

centre in the village of al-Reej, north-west of Hammam al-Alil. Approximately ten militants attempted to 

infiltrate the base, before opening fire on security forces. Four of the attackers were wearing SVIEDs, with 

two discharging their explosives as they attempted to force their way into the main police building. This 

marked the first major IS operation in the Hammam al-Alil area since it was recaptured in February.  

 Tal Afar: There were no significant changes to the forward lines around Tal Afar, with the campaign on 

indefinite hold. Though PMU preparations are largely complete, there is widespread disagreement over their 

involvement in any eventual assault. The US-led coalition has been a prominent opponent to their 

participation, along with Iraq’s Sunni political blocs. This week, Turkish President Recep Erdogan also renewed 

his opposition, warning against the “Shia threat” to the Turkmen populace. He accused Iran of using PMUs to 

expand its influence in Iraq, and warned that Turkey would not stand for a wider Iran-backed foothold the 

country’s north-west. It seems highly likely that Baghdad will delay ordering the offensive until the West 

Mosul campaign is completed.  Another narrative to emerge in Tal Afar is the steady increase in anti-IS attacks. 
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These incidents reportedly included a rare SVIED attack against the group, which killed seven militants. There have 

also been assassinations of foreign IS commanders, and prison breaks in which hostages held by the group have 

been freed and their guards killed. Tensions and linked violence between insurgents and locals, and likely within 

IS itself, have been building in recent weeks. This suggests that internal splits will deepen as military pressure 

mounts, as has been seen elsewhere across Iraq. 
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Forecast 

 Short term: ISF will continue to advance through western Mosul, although this is expected to be hampered by 

pressure to minimise civilian casualties. In full knowledge of the sensitivities over civilian casualties, IS are likely 

to continue a campaign of murder against civilians, and increase its use of human shields in order to slow ISF 

advances. Meanwhile, IS will launch frequent counterattacks, some of which will succeed in temporarily 

displacing ISF from recently recaptured territory. ISF are likely to continue efforts to widen their frontline 

around the western flank of the Old Town, and will probably push into Zanjili District within the next few weeks 

after securing their hold over Thawra. Meanwhile, progress is likely on the 9th Armoured Division southward 

axis towards the northwest fringe of Mosul. It is feasible that this axis will reach the outskirts of Mosul in the 

near-term. Attempts to penetrate deeper inside the ‘Old Town’ district will result in a surge in casualties, as IS 

increases its use of SVIEDs and booby-trapped residences to slow ISF. For this reason it is unlikely that rapid 

progress will be made by the Federal Police and Rapid Reaction Division into the Old Town over the short term. 

To prevent the Iraqi government from establishing any sense of normalcy or security in East Mosul, IS will 

continue sporadic mortar and rocket attacks – as well as the use of drones armed with IEDs and grenades. It 

will also carry out occasional HPAs in East Mosul, particularly using SVIEDs and VBIEDs.  

 Medium term: The Mosul offensive will slow due to the compact and residential character of West Mosul’s 

‘Old Town’ and nearby districts. Fighting will be further complicated by the use of human shields. Nonetheless, 

ISF are expected to capture the remainder of West Mosul during the medium term. After its total encirclement, 

the operation to seize Tal Afar will commence, though probably only after West Mosul is liberated. In the 

interim, there will be continued disagreement over the involvement of PMUs in this offensive. It is highly likely 

that IS will commit considerable resources to Tal Afar’s defence. Indeed, the severance of the last road into the 

Tal Afar pocket – and the failure of IS offensives to re-open the road link to Syria – will ensure that militants 

will fight intensely, as there is no escape route.  

 Long term: IS will lose control over Ninawa Province’s populated areas, though a decentralised insurgency is 

expected to follow. Political tension and rivalries will increase over the long-term, due to disputes over 

governance and territory. After the Tal Afar campaign, PMUs will seek to clear the Ninawa desert adjacent to 

the Syrian border, and take the strategic town of Ba’aj.  Disputes over the involvement of the Yazidi YBS militia 

– which is affiliated to the PKK – in the liberation of the predominantly Yazidi areas to the south of Sinjar, will

likely build. Turkey’s objections to PKK or YBS involvement in this operation will exacerbate existing tensions 

between KDP Peshmerga – the KDP being allied to Turkey – and PKK affiliates.
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North Central 

Incidents This Week  66 Weekly Trend Up 

Figure 4: Reference Map & Incident Levels – North Central 
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Outlook 

 Instability persisted in the Abu Saida area of Diyala. Located 15 kilometres south-west of Muqdadiya, the 

Abu Saida sub-district is comprised of a network of small villages spread along the Diyala River Valley. In recent 

weeks, it has witnessed an uptick in hostile activity. This has involved IDF bombardments, as well as SAF 

attacks and IEDs. Similar incidents continued into this reporting period, including an outbreak of clashes on 

19 April which saw gunmen exchange fire with IP units. At least one of the attackers was killed and several 

others wounded, including a police officer. A civilian bystander was also injured by an RPG fired towards the 

security forces. Elsewhere, IED detonations caused several casualties in the village of Abu Karma, which was 

also targeted by mortar fire on 23 April. Several grenade incidents were recorded, including two that exploded 

outside the home of a policeman in Hay Askari on 17 April. Local authorities blamed militants for these attacks. 

Certainly, the area has long been associated with the Sunni insurgency, with villages like Mukhisa featuring 

prominently in the early history of al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI). It is assessed that this region retains a strong militant 

presence, particularly in the dense orchards that stretch between its built-up zones. However, efforts by some 

officials to characterise the insecurity in Abu Saida as a purely insurgent problem contains an element of 

obfuscation. Featuring a range of tribes and a mix of Sunni and Shia villages, the area has a long history of 

intercommunal tensions. Tribal and sectarian violence breaks out periodically, notably including prolonged 

periods of retaliatory IDF exchanges between villages. An elder from the Shia al-Zarkoush tribe stated that his 

hamlet has been targeted by at least 19 mortar rounds during April. Pertinently, the al-Zarkoush have become 

prominent actors in several PMU groups accused of heavy-handedness against Sunni tribes during local 

security operations, including those previously active in the ‘Sahwa’ movement. They have also been 

threatened by IS due to their active involvement in anti-insurgency campaigns. District Security Director 

Mohamed al-Tamimi has denied that violence is occurring between communities, claiming instead that 

militants are seeking to stoke divisions. Less than a week after he made these statements, however, al-

Tamimi’s convoy was shot at by gunmen in an attack purportedly carried out by members of a rival tribe. 

While there is likely some truth behind allegations that insurgents are attempting to sow communal discord 

in Abu Saida, it seems almost certain that tribalism is a key element behind its recent deterioration in security. 

 Salah ad Din experienced a sustained level of insurgent activity. Detected events were concentrated in the 

province’s north. Most occurred within a relatively narrow strip of ISF-controlled territory stretching between 

Bayji and Shirqat. This area remained the primary driver of hostile incident levels in the North Central region. 

Few incidents were recorded in Shirqat itself, following ISF efforts to extend its zone of control outwards into 

the surrounding desert. However, the satellite towns around it remained under pressure. Frequent IDF and 

SAF attacks were reported, particularly in Khanoka and Talool al-Baj. An apparent assault against the latter 

was also disrupted on 19 April, after coalition aircraft intercepted an insurgent column heading towards the 

town. 21 insurgents were killed in the resulting airstrike, and a VBIED and two technicals destroyed. Further 

south, insurgents continued to use the Makhoul Mountains as a safe-haven and base of operations. Most 

notably, approximately 50 Sunni militants launched an attack against ISF positions in the Azawiya junction 

area on 22 April, killing at least six ISF members. ISF claimed that more than 20 insurgents were also killed 

and four vehicles destroyed before the attackers withdrew into the mountains. Activity in central Salah ad-

din remained relatively subdued, though three IED detonations targeting ISF in the al-Dawr – Samarra corridor 

highlighted the active presence of clandestine IS cells. The recent decline in hostile incidents in the Mutaybija 

area persisted into this reporting period. This was partly due to a series of reactive ISF operations. For 

example, PMU forces carried out the intensive bombardment of seven suspected insurgent camps on 20 April. 

The lull is expected to be temporary, however, and does not represent a lasting improvement in local security. 
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Forecast 

 Short term: Asymmetric attacks will continue in northern Salah ad-Din, primarily in the Shirqat-Baiji corridor. 

These will consist mostly of low-level IDF and SAF, though occasional HPAs are anticipated. Towns and ISF 

positions in proximity to the Makhoul Mountains will be frequently targeted. The Baiji-Haditha road will face 

ongoing insecurity. Salah ad-Din’s central and southern zones will witness a steady increase in incident levels, 

while insurgent activity along the Diyala – Salah ad-Din border will build after a temporary lull. Militants in 

Diyala will also continue to expand their operational reach, making renewed assaults on the Amerli area highly 

likely, and a general decline in security around Qara Teppe almost inevitable. Violence will persist in the Diyala 

River Valley, though it is expected that the current spike in inter-communal violence in the Abu Saida area 

will taper off after several weeks. It is probable that militant activity in Kirkuk will be relatively subdued, 

although it will remain an attractive target for occasional HPAs. 

 Medium term: It is probable that hostile activity will build in Diyala and Salah ad Din. Although activity levels 

will be lower in Tamim province, Kirkuk and other significant urban centers across the north central region 

will remain key targets for insurgents seeking to perpetrate high-profile attacks. Underlying tensions between 

Kurdish, Shia Arab, and Turkmen groups will prove susceptible to outbreaks of violence in Tamim and eastern 

Salah ad-Din, particularly in the event of an escalation of ongoing political disputes. 

 Long term: In both Salah ad-Din and Diyala provinces, long-term stability depends on political efforts to 

engage moderate Sunnis and counter the influence of certain Shia elements to prevent sectarianism. Tensions 

between Baghdad and Erbil will remain over the status of Kurdish-majority parts of Tamim Province – the 

disputed areas – as well as between local stakeholders. When Hawija is retaken, the post-conflict period will 

reflect localised competition and inter-communal violence between Arab, Kurd and Turkmen. 
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West 

Incidents This Week  35 Weekly Trend  Up 

Figure 5: Reference Map & Incident Levels – West 
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Outlook 

 There were 35 incidents recorded this week. This is a slight increase on the previous reporting period’s 27 

hostile events.  Of note this week was an SVIED detonation in Dolab on 18 April which killed a policeman.  

Aside from two VBIED finds this is the first high-profile attack (HPA) in central Anbar since 31 March. 

Separately, ISF conducted an operation in Ana on 20 April, killing three insurgents, one of whom was wearing 

a suicide vest. 

 Anbar Provincial Council calls for the release of missing individuals. The council released a list of missing 

civilians from the Razazza area who have been detained by unknown individuals in recent years. The list forms 

part of a wider compilation of up to 2900 names from the Sunni areas of Babil, Diyala, Salah al-Din, and the 

Baghdad belts also detained by unidentified individuals or groups. The call for their release was prompted by 

the recent freedom of a Qatari hunting party whom were abducted in the Muthanna desert in December 

2015. There was widespread speculation in Iraqi and international media that an armed Shia group was 

responsible for their kidnap. In the Council of Representatives, Ahmed Salmani, an Anbari MP and member 

of the Iraqi Forces Coalition, suggested the families were prepared to pay ransoms for the return of their 

missing relatives. Sunni politicians have long complained of groups conducting raids on Rahliya in south east 

Anbar near the Karbala provincial border. While it is likely that PMU security raids contributed to a number 

of these detentions in Rahliya, IS are also known to operate in the area. On 14 February, 17 truck drivers were 

abducted while passing through the area. Open source reporting attributed the incident to insurgents dressed 

in military uniforms, an established tactic of IS affiliated cells.  

The Iraqi Forces Union has called on Haidar al-Abadi to identify and mediate with the groups holding the 

missing individuals. The Qataris were released after significant political pressure was applied and campaigners 

are hopeful the same can be achieved for the individuals referenced on this list. The Iraqi Forces Union and 

other Sunni MPs are expected to continue to put pressure on the Government to intervene on behalf of those 

taken from the Razazza area. However, their location and condition is likely to remain unknown for the 

foreseeable future. 
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Forecast 

 Short term: While frontline positions remain static, insurgent activity near Rutba in western Anbar and the 

Qadisiya lake area in central Anbar is likely to remain characterised by asymmetric attacks such as IEDs and 

mortar fire. ISF will continue to respond with regular operations in these areas. Elsewhere hostile incidents will 

steadily increase in ISF-held territory as IS reverts to a more traditional insurgency, this will largely consist of 

low-level IDF, IEDs, kidnaps, and SAF incidents. IS assaults along the lower Euphrates near Dulab, Kubaysa and 

Hit are likely to occur on an intermittent basis. 

 Medium term: It is anticipated that militant attacks will build steadily, as reconstruction efforts lead to a 

return of displaced civilians, and as insurgents regroup. Political and tribal violence is likely to worsen over 

the medium term, particularly as groups compete for reconstruction contracts. In addition to the residual 

insurgent presence, these tensions will contribute to overall activity levels. Increased violence is likely to result 

in political calls to strengthen local tribal groups in order to bolster security. Operations to clear the Ana – 

Qaim corridor will likely commence in the medium to long term, once the Mosul operation is concluded.  

 Long term: In the longer-term, security forces will achieve and maintain control over all of the population 

centres along the Euphrates River. IS remnants will remain present in desert areas near Thar Thar Lake and 

in the province’s western desert zones. Militants will engage in a high-intensity insurgency across Anbar 

through a network of decentralised cells, similar to previous patterns of insurgency before the “caliphate” 

was established. Northwestern Anbar will remain susceptible to IS attacks in the long term, given the heavy 

IS presence in the Euphrates River Valley of eastern Syria. 
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South Central 

Incidents This Week  5 Weekly Trend  Down 

Figure 6:  Reference Map & Incident Levels – South Central 



Security Overview

Iraq Weekly Report 

Commercial in Confidence & Subject to Contract 

Copyright Constellis 2017. All rights reserved. 
20 

Outlook 

 There was a total of five incidents this week. This is a decrease on the nine recorded during the previous 

reporting period, but is still broadly in-line with long-term averages for the region. At the start of the week, 

ISF cleared two IEDs placed near houses in Fadhliya in Babil Province. On 17 April, four gunmen claiming to 

be National Security personnel also kidnapped a truck driver in the Wardiya area of Babil. The remaining three 

incidents were body finds in Karbala (1) and Najaf (2). Each of the three body finds bore characteristics of 

murder driven by personal or financial disputes rather than insurgent activity. 

 Najaf Chief of Police is replaced. On 23 April, the Ministry of Interior dismissed Brigadier Muhammed Abdul 

Wahid al-Lami, and installed Brigadier General Majid Hakim Kazem as the new Chief of Police. Najaf is a 

relatively stable province and witnessed only sporadic attacks during al-Lami’s tenure.  Open source reporting 

suggested that the Ministry of Interior’s decision was at least partly motivated by a series of violent crimes 

which prompted civil society groups to call for action. However, It is unlikely his dismissal was due to 

incompetence or a failure to maintain security as evidenced by the new Chief of Police presenting al-Lami 

with an award to thank him for his service. Shortly after assuming the role, Kazem announced his new security 

plan would be implemented in three stages but declined to provide details. The appointment of a new Chief 

of Police typically results in enhanced security measures and therefore it is likely that Najaf Province will see 

a temporary increase in arrests targeting thieves, drug dealers, and tribal violence. Incidents that would 

generally not elicit high level attention will be seized upon in the short term. For example, on 23 April the 

death of a male due to the use of nargila (shisha pipe) led to local residents calling on security forces to ban 

or at the very least closely monitor establishments where nargila is smoked. There is a strong probability that 

Kazem will take this opportunity to impose a curfew on these entirely legal establishments to achieve an easy 

public relations win in the early stages of his tenure. Routine arrests and ISF operations are also likely to be 

highly publicised during this initial period. 
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Forecast 

 Short term: The frequency of incidents in the south central region will remain low, consistent with long-term 

averages. The majority of activity will be driven by a mixture of personal and financial disputes as well as 

general criminality. SAF events, kidnaps, murder, and intimidatory IEDs will continue to form the bulk of 

activity in the region, this will likely be distributed evenly between Babil, Qadisiya, Najaf, and Wasit. 

Demonstrations will continue at their current rate and be driven by demands for improved service provision 

as well as electricity and employment-related grievances. Low-level protests demanding electoral reform 

are also expected to continue. Separately Northern Babil and western Karbala remain vulnerable to 

insurgent activity due to their proximity to areas of insurgent influence. 

 Medium term: The likelihood of insurgent attacks will increase in northern Wasit and northern Babil in the 

medium to long term, as IS attempts to re-establish and consolidate its local networks. However, incidents 

linked to IS militancy will likely remain a minor proportion of activity in the region. The frequency of 

employment-related demonstrations is expected to incrementally increase throughout the medium term. 

Elevated unemployment will also drive a gradual increase in acquisitive crime, which will be more prevalent in 

Babil and Wasit.  

 Long term: Progress by the Federal Government in political and economic reform, as well as anti-corruption 

measures, will have a considerable influence on the level of civil unrest in the South Central region. High-

profile attacks will increase as IS reverts to insurgent tactics – after losing significant territory in northern 

and western Iraq – and re-establishes its clandestine networks. IS militants will also attempt to reach 

symbolic Shia targets in the Najaf and Karbala areas, in order to increase sectarian tensions and portray 

strength in light of territorial losses. Because of the significant presence of ISF and PMUs in the area, 

however, it is highly unlikely that levels of violence will reach the scale witnessed during 2013-2014. 
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South East 

Incidents This Week  20 Weekly Trend  Down 

Figure 7:  Reference Map & Incident Levels – South East 
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Outlook 

 There were four incidents linked to tribal disputes this week, all of which occurred in Basra. On 17 April, a 

member of the Zuwar tribe was murdered in Bab al-Taweel by his neighbour, a member of the al-Abada tribe. 

The murder was reportedly prompted by the revival of a previously dormant tribal dispute. The following day 

the Hamadna and Albu Bakheet engaged in a SAF exchange in Abu Sakheir. No casualties were recorded but 

26 tribesmen were arrested. More seriously, reports of RPGs used during tribal fighting near Shafi in the early 

hours of 19 April prompted an ISF Quick Reaction Force to deploy to the scene. The use of RPGs is rare and 

this incident marks the first time they have been used in a tribal skirmish in Basra since May 2014. This incident 

is almost certainly linked to an intra-tribal dispute amongst the Zargan, which has resulted in SAF exchanges 

on a number of occasions since October 2016. Although the use of RPGs is unlikely to occur again, with no 

resolution in sight, sporadic clashes linked to this feud are expected to continue in the Shafi area.  

There were at least two attempts to mediate tribal feuds this week. The first, held on 19 April, attempted to 

negotiate an agreement after a Bani Assad tribesman shot and killed a Bani Sikeen individual in Khamsa Meel 

on 14 April. According to local sources the talks broke down after the Bani Sikeen representatives refused to 

leave the Qarmat Ali area, a condition demanded by the Bani Assad. The second round of tribal negotiations 

occurred on 21 April in Abu Sakheir and was organised by the High Committee for the Arbitration of Tribal 

Disputes. Representatives of the Bani Assad, Bani Sikeen, al-Sahawi, Batat, Bitut, Shaganba, Bani Malik, 

Garamsha, Headir tribes attended the talks,  alongside a number of smaller sub-tribes. All tribes present 

agreed to reject violence and resolve existing disputes peacefully. The outcome was praised by the chairman 

of the BPC’s Security Committee, Jabbar al-Saadi. However, promises such as those made on 21 April are 

frequently broken, particularly when tribal elders are unable to control rebellious elements of their tribe. This 

was made clear on 22 April when ISF responded to a tribal skirmish in Majidiya, north of Basra City. Local 

sources report the Bani Sikeen and Garamsha – both of whom attended the conference the previous day - 

directed SAF above the heads of the opposing tribe in an intimidatory fashion. No casualties were recorded 

and the source reports that the incident was in response to a minor disagreement. Tensions have now largely 

dissipated, reducing the probability of further SAF. 

 ISF and tribal elders in Rifai, Dhi Qar, have agreed to commence disarmament. At a conference on 17 April, 

tribal elders agreed to implement Order 71 to seize medium and heavy weapons from non-state actors. While 

some weapons may be handed over it is likely the tribes will retain the majority of their arsenal as a form of 

protection. Previous large-scale ISF operations targeting tribal armouries have rarely met with success and 

the prevalence of weapons in Iraq means that the detention of individuals and seizures of weapons, such as 

the widely-publicised arrest in Majar al-Kabir on 21 April, will have little impact. Instead, disarmament 

conferences and ISF operations targeting tribal weapons caches will continue to be widely publicised despite 

their lack of effect on the frequency or severity of tribal fighting.  

 There were three seizures of alcohol supplies this week. On 18 April, a truck driver was arrested in northern 

Muthanna Province for attempting to smuggle a significant quantity of alcohol. On the same day ISF seized 

385 cartons of alcohol from a commercial property in Ribat. Additionally, on 22 April two vendors were 

arrested in Qadima, Basra. 35 cans of alcohol were confiscated. Arrests for the sale of alcohol are expected 

to increase in frequency over the next month as the start of Ramadan approaches. This is likely to be 

compounded by a small number of intimidatory IEDs targeting alcohol vendors in Basra. While alcohol 

vendors operate throughout the south east, the majority of arrests and IEDs targeting vendors are likely to 

occur in Basra’s Qadima district, which is known to be a focal point for alcohol distribution.  
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Forecast 

 Short term: The outlook for the southeast remains stable. The frequency of hostile incidents is expected 

to remain within established parameters of activity. The majority will continue to be formed of SAF 

incidents, intimidatory IEDs, kidnaps and murders. Personal and financial disputes will remain the two 

primary drivers of activity alongside a backdrop of general criminality. Protests will remain a regular 

feature of reporting in Basra and throughout the wider southeast region, driven by demands for 

employment, the disbursement of unpaid salaries, and increased service provision. Protests will to a large 

extent feature anti-privatisation of the electricity sector as a theme. The onset of Ramadan in late May is 

likely to precipitate a slight increase in the targeting of alcohol vendors, particularly in Basra. 

 Medium term: The frequency of activity typically drops during Ramadan with the exception of assaults which 

notably increase. Along with reform-led demonstrations, employment-related grievances are expected to 

drive protest activity in the south-east. It is highly likely that the number and size of election-related 

demonstrations will increase as polling approaches. High levels of unemployment are expected to result 

in a gradual rise in financially motivated crime, especially as the 2017 austerity budget forces a reduction 

in public spending. Political rivalries will build, including those between the Sadrist movement and the 

Dawa Party. An expected intensification of these conflicts ahead of the elections will likely result in an 

increase in low level activity against party interests in the south. In the past, this type of activity included 

small IEDs detonating outside party offices, UVIEDs targeting affiliated persons or SAF against offices or 

private residences. 

 Long term: The outlook for the Southeast in the longer-term is stable. Hostile activity is most likely to arise 

in the form of low-level SAF. Criminality and tribal confrontations will continue to present a risk of kidnap, 

SAF exchanges, and intimidatory IEDs. Alongside demonstrations focused on reform and corruption, there 

will be ongoing protect activity regarding employment-related concerns and service provision.  
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DATE EVENT COMMENT 

24 April 17 
Laylat Al-Isra Wal Miraja (Prophet’s 
Ascension) * 

Religious and national holiday; widespread business 

closures.  

1 May 17 Labour Day National Holiday. 

11 May 17 Shaabaniya 
Religious and national holiday. Widespread business 

closures. 

27 May 17 Ramadan Begins* 
Month-long fasting period, considered the most holy 

period in the Islamic calendar 

27 or 28 June 
17 

Eid al-Fitr (Ramadan ends) Religious and National Holiday. 

* Muslim holidays are often determined by local sightings of lunar phases; dates given are approximate.

** Sunni and Shia' celebrate the Prophet's birthday on different days, though the Sunni date is usually used to des- 
ignate the national holiday. 

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AAH Asa’ib Ahl al Haq (League of the Righteous) JM Jaish al Mukhtar 

AQI Al Qaeda in Iraq JRTN Jaysh Rijal al-Tariq al- Naqshbandia 

CQA Close Quarters Assassination LN Local National 

EFP Explosively Formed Projectile MO Modus Operandi 

GOI Government of Iraq NSTR Nothing significant to report 

HG Hand Grenade PSC Private Security Company 

IA Iraqi Army PSD Private Security Detail 

IDF Indirect Fire RPG Rocket Propelled Grenade 

IED Improvised Explosive Device SAF Small Arms Fire 

ISF Iraqi Security Forces SVBIED Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 

ISIL 
/ IS 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant/ Islamic 
State 

SVIED Suicide Vest IED 

IPS Iraqi Police Service TTPs Tactics, Techniques and Procedures 

IZ International Zone UXO Unexploded Ordnance 

JAM Jaish Al Mahdi (Mahdi Army) VBIED Vehicle Borne IED 
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Constellis is a leading provider of risk management, protective security, crisis management and enabling support services to 

governments, international organizations and major corporations across the globe. We specialize in serving the energy, 

construction, extractives, critical infrastructure, development and national security sectors—assisting our clients in 

understanding risk and in conducting their operations safely and securely, no matter their location. Constellis takes pride in our 

strict adherence to an exacting code of ethics and rigorous focus on standards and compliance—reinforcing the pioneering role 

we play in fostering stability, efficiency and sustainable economic development. 

Representing client interests around the world, we maintain operations in more than 25 countries as well as a global network 

of strategic and local partners. Connected via our state-of-the-art operations command and control centres, we provide a rapid 

response capability spanning North America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Constellis is headquartered just outside 

Washington, D.C. in the United States, and possesses regional offices in the UAE, UK, Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria and Kenya. The 

core values underpinning our operating philosophy are the provision of international best practices while conducting all 

activities with respect for people, cultures and traditions; to uphold the principles of integrity, reliability and trust; to build 

capacity through knowledge transfer and to strengthen and empower local economies and communities. 

Ultimately, our commitment is to prioritize local talent and local suppliers and to develop a profound understanding of the 

societal, legislative and operational situation ‘on the ground’. This affords us and our clients a unique freedom of movement 

and enables us to create safe and secure environments in a discrete and sustainable manner. 

For more information about Constellis, please visit our website at: www.constellis.com 

http://www.constellis.com/
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