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Executive Summary 

 The Islamic State (IS) claimed responsibility for an improvised explosive device (IED) attack on a group of 

policemen outside a shopping center in Dhaka city’s Gulistan area on 29 April. Three people were injured in 

the incident, which was the first significant terrorist attack in the country since March 2017. This year’s attack 

occurred in the context of heightened domestic and regional terror threat levels.  

 Further underlining the heightened risk of attacks in Bangladesh, hours prior to the IED attack, police 

conducted a high-profile counter-terrorism operation in Dhaka city’s Bosila area. Two suspected members of 

the Islamic State-affiliated domestic militant outfit Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) were killed in the 

operation.  

 The events followed months of heightened threat reporting and clearly indicate extremist elements active in 

the country retain both the capability and intent to carry out attacks in Bangladesh. 

  

The Incident 

On 29 April, at approximately 1935hrs 

local time, unidentified assailants threw 

an IED at a group of traffic policemen in 

front of a shopping center in Dhaka city’s 

Gulistan area. Two policemen and a 

member of the Bangladesh Ansar (a 

paramilitary auxiliary force responsible 

for internal security) were wounded in 

the explosion. The Dhaka Metropolitan 

Police announced investigations are 

ongoing, without revealing further 

details on the case. Meanwhile, SITE 

Intelligence, a US-based group that 

monitors extremist activity, reported 

that IS claimed responsibility for the 

attack. 

Earlier on 28 April, residents of Dhaka city’s Bosila area caught two young men, who were allegedly behaving 

suspiciously. The duo was handed over to the police. The suspects were reportedly carrying a bag full of bladed 

weapons. Acting on information obtained during the suspects’ interrogation, the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) 

besieged a property in Bosila at approximately 0330hrs local time on 29 April. The occupants opened fire and an 

explosion was heard soon after. The RAB, along with bomb disposal units, subsequently stormed the premises. 

Two suspects were confirmed dead and four IEDs dismantled. Two people, the owner of the house and an imam, 

were also arrested. The RAB announced that the suspects killed during the raid were members of the JMB. 

Whilst there is no evidence to suggest a link between the incidents, both the IED attack and the RAB raid clearly 

demonstrate the existence of localized militant cells that are capable of perpetrating attacks involving small arms 

fire and low-yield explosives. Thus, the possibility that terror cells are capable of executing complex assaults, such 

as the 2016 Dhaka café siege, cannot be ruled out.  

RAB members stand guard at a terrorist hideout in Bosila, Dhaka on 29 April 
2019 (Benar News) 
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Analysis 

The 29 April IED blast in Dhaka city was the first significant 

terrorist attack in Bangladesh since March 2017, when a man 

detonated a bomb attached to his waist outside a police check 

post near Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport. The 

2017 attack was also claimed by IS.   

Despite the lack of attacks, the past two years have witnessed 

several clashes between police and militants during counter-

terror operations. There have also been a number of reports on 

foiled plots, indicative of an extant terrorism threat.  

The 29 April IED attack came in the context of heightened 

domestic and regional threat levels. In March, IS released a 

message urging the group’s followers in Bangladesh to carry 

out attacks, using rudimentary tactics. Based on intelligence 

reports, the US and the UK governments subsequently issued 

security alerts on the need for heightened vigilance in Dhaka. 

No specific threats were cited at the time. Later, in early April, 

the US embassy in Dhaka issued a security alert “in light of calls 

for revenge” in the wake of the New Zealand mosques attacks. 

Two days before the April IED attack, Indian news outlets 

reported that a pro-IS Telegram channel had released a poster 

saying “coming soon” in Bengali.  Indian intelligence officials reportedly said the message indicated that IS was 

planning attacks in Bangladesh and India’s West Bengal. This report prompted a revision in the UK’s Bangladesh 

travel advisory on 28 April, stating that recent media reports suggested there is an IS interest in attacking targets 

in Bangladesh. However, no specific threats were cited.  

Additionally, on 26 April, Bangladeshi security forces detained 11 Bangladeshi nationals upon their return from 

Sri Lanka. The suspects were reportedly working at a factory owned by the leader of the group that carried out 

the Easter Sunday bombings in Sri Lanka (21 April). The factory was shut down shortly after the attacks and all 

foreign workers were sent home after questioning. No further details were made public and it is currently unclear 

whether the workers will be released. Although, as of the time of writing, there is no evidence to suggest a direct 

link between the attacks in Sri Lanka and those in Bangladesh, the possibility for a connection cannot be discarded. 

In the aftermath of the Dhaka IED blast, Indian news outlets reported that IS had published an audio message and 

a poster on 30 April, designating senior IS leader Abu Mohammed al-Bengali as the group’s new emir for 

Bangladesh and India. Al-Bengali, who was behind the group’s Bangladesh message in March, reportedly said “If 

you think you have silenced the soldiers of the Khilafa in Bengal and Hind […] then listen, we men are never to be 

silenced […] and our thirst for revenge is never to be faded away.” Additionally, the militants that carried out the 

2016 Dhaka café attack, the deadliest militant assault in Bangladesh to date, were featured on the poster. 

Later on 5 May, the Dhaka Metropolitan Police announced it opened an investigation into militant death threats 

against three distinguished Bangladeshi secularists. Both IS and Al Qaeda’s Bangladeshi affiliates have claimed 

attacks on individuals who were members of religious minorities, criticized radical Islam or promoted causes that 

Threatening poster released by Bengali IS-linked 
media outlet Al Mursalat (Zee News) 
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militants found objectionable in the past. These targeted assassinations started to occur as early as 2013 and 

increased in frequency during 2015 and the first half of 2016. This type of activity has declined since, albeit threat 

reporting and occasional incidents have demonstrated an intent to target prominent secularists remains. 

In this context, April’s Dhaka bombing is the culmination of nearly two months of apprehension and anticipation 

of an attack, with the threat of further violence remaining high in light of continuing threat reporting. 

Whilst IS has reiterated its interest in staging attacks in Bangladesh, little is known about the nature of the group’s 

operations in the country. This is mostly due to the fact that the Bangladeshi government continues to ardently 

deny the presence of international terrorist groups in Bangladesh. This prevents an accurate analysis of the 

relationship between the core leaderships of groups such as IS and Al Qaeda and their local affiliates. However, 

given the nature of the recent IS rhetoric, particularly the encouragement of low-level attacks, it is highly likely 

the group is currently inspiring its followers in Bangladesh rather than providing them with direct support such as 

weapons and ammunition or financing. Additionally, following the loss of its territorial caliphate, it is unlikely for 

IS to be in a position to provide substantial material support to its global affiliates. 

Overall, recent events have clearly demonstrated there is a heightened appetite for attacks in Bangladesh. 

Initially, the government dismissed threat reporting. Yet, in contradiction to the official narrative, security forces 

implemented enhanced security measures for a string of national and religious holidays over March and April, as 

such events would have been considered potent targets for militant attacks. Security was also increased in the 

aftermath of the Easter Sunday Sri Lanka bombings. On 26 April, referring to the New Zealand and Sri Lanka 

attacks, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina finally admitted “attempts are being made to carry out such heinous acts 

in Bangladesh.” The premier added that intelligence and law enforcement agencies remain on high alert to 

prevent attacks. She also urged Bangladeshis to remain vigilant and report suspicious activity to the police. 

Outlook and Forecast 

 
In this context, terrorism threat levels in Bangladesh are expected to remain heightened into the coming month. 

Security will likely be increased over Ramadan, which extremist elements have traditionally exploited to motivate 

martyrdom. Counter-terrorism operations are also likely to continue, with further large-scale violent anti-terror 

raids possible. Northwestern Bangladesh and Dhaka city will likely remain the focal points of terrorist-related 

activity. Overall, despite the elevated threat, a robust security posture is expected to continue to largely mitigate 

the risk of attacks, particularly complex assaults. 

It is assessed there is currently a MEDIUM threat of high-profile attacks in the country and a HIGH threat of low-

level attacks, such as SAF and low-yield IEDs. Low-level attacks, especially those utilizing rudimentary tactics, can 

be perpetrated by “lone wolves” or loosely knit militant cells that are, by nature, more difficult to detect.  
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